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APPEARED IN ANY PUSLICATION WE KNOU OF. FOLLOWS: . : : 
PHASHINGTON--THE LAST TURN IN THE DEFENSE OF. RICHARD . 
NIXON WILL BE TO BLAME THE WATERGATE ON THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY. SUCH IS THE VIEW OF FORTIER CIA DIRECTOR RICHARD HELMS. AND 
SUCH IS THE DIRECTION, IN WHICH SEN. HOWARD BAKER {R.TEND 33 AND HIS 
NINORITY STAFF ON THE ERVIN COMMITETEE ARE NOU PR SOCEEDING- IT IS - 
NOT A VERY SALABLE THEORY: BUT It's ABOUT ALL THAT’S LEFT AND IF IT £9 
COULD BE MADE SALABLEs IT MIGHT E.GET RICHARD NIXON OFF THE HOOK. 
CONSIDER: IF CIA ACCOMPLISHED TRE BREAK-IN THE SUBSEQUENT. WHITE 
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TO PROTECT ZHIS SECRET INTELLIGENCE SERIVCE. AND IF THE CCOVERUP 
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J. SIRICA THE OTHER DAY. RIGHT EVENTUALLY BE USED TO EXPLAIN ALL. 
THREE RECENT MAGAZINE ARTICLES-~THO PUSLISHED IN THE HATIONALZ20 
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“LAST STAND. SEN. BAKER HAS CALLED THE ATTENTION OF ALL. THREE 
ADRTICLES TO HIS COLLEAGUES ON THE ERVIN COMMITTEE. COPELAND 
ALLEGES THAT THE WATERGATE OPERATION WAS CIA'S RETALIATION AGAINST. 
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TOLD BY H-R- HALDEMAW THAT THE PRRESIDET iT HAS APPOINTED ANOTHER OLD 
FRIEND. GEN. VERNON WALTERS 3 TO 3E YOUR DEPUTY. ANOTHER NONTH 
LATER AND JUST AFTER THE BREAK-IN« You AND YOUR KEU DEPUTY ARE 
SUNHONED TO THE WHITE HOUSE. YOU LISTEN WHILE HALDEMAN TELLS 
YOUR DEPUTY. THAT "IT HAS BEEN DECIDED" THAT HE SHOULD GO TO GRAY 
ANB ASK HIM NOT TO Ti WESTIGATE THE Money FOUND ON THE BURGLARS 
EECAUSE IT MIGHT EXPOSE YOUR | OPERATIONS. FOR THE NEGXT FEW DAYS. 
THE WHITE HOUSE CALLS TO DISCUSS THE BREAK-IN AND TO. SSUGGEST THAT 
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Ss. ON 14 DECEMBER BAKER MET WITH ROBERT BENNETTLOF MULLEN 


COMPANY. HIS FATHER SENATOR WALLACE BENNETT AND GEQRGE MURPHY TO 
REVIEW AGENCY MENOS COVERING OUR RELATIONS WITH MULLEN COMPANY- 
AETER NEETING. WHICH LASTED THO HOURS. BAKER EMERGED AND TOLD LYLE 
“TLLER THAT EVERYTHING BENNETT SATD WAS CONSISTENT UZTH UHAT UE 
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oF IT. Seozixeta HE STILL RECEIVING INFO APPARENTLY IMPLICATING 
AGEKCY. HE ASKED FRED THOMPSON, MINORITY COUNSEL OF ERVIN COMMITTEES 
Te HE SHOULD TELL MILLER "ABOUT THE MONEY." THOMPSON ADVISED HIN. 
NOT TO. REMARKING HE WAS NOT SURE OF HIS SOURCE. UE “HIAVE No IDEA UHAT 
THIS REFERBS TO- | Pe hg 
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